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When you press on your brake pedal in your car or truck, do you ever think about the 
hydraulic pressure in your brake lines or the amount of heat that must be dissipated by 
your brakes to bring your vehicle to a safe stop? Probably not. These components 
work because they are manufactured in compliance with one or more national 
consensus standards. 

If you see a product advertised that will triple your gas mileage, make you live longer, 
or lose 30 pounds in a week without dieting or exercising, you can bet they will not 
work. Of course, these products are often advertised with statistics and raves from an 
unknown laboratory, an unknown doctor, and/or an unknown organization. 

When our company buys PPE, for example, we do not go to a toy store and buy some 
cheap junk that looks like PPE. We purchase equipment that is manufactured in 
accordance with a recognized national standards authority such as the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI). This assures that the product will perform as 
advertised. This is not only good practice, it is the law. 

Would you trust your life to personal fall protection devices made of woven bamboo by 
child labor in Outer Mongolia? Not a chance. However, lots of unapproved safety 
products such as dust masks and safety glasses are readily available in stores. You 
don’t know who manufactured them.  Actually, any safety product manufactured to 
conform to a national consensus standard will clearly indicate this on the product or on 
the packaging. If it doesn’t, it is worthless for personal protection. 

Tools, chains, filters, lubricants, rigging, machinery, electrical items -- you name it -- 
there is a standard under which it must be manufactured. If it isn’t, it is of no value 
because, 1) it’s illegal on the job site, and 2) you have no reasonable method of 
ensuring the product’s integrity during use. 

Luckily, you don’t have to know what goes into the testing -- you just have to know that 
the product is approved and that it is approved by the appropriate testing laboratory. 

In fact, in most cases, it is very difficult and expensive to even see the actual 
standards. To obtain a copy of the standard for steel toed boots, for example, will cost 
about $45.00 and on top of that you are not allowed to share its contents with anybody. 
The technical aspects of manufacturing and testing a steel toed boot is of little value to 
you -- knowing that it will protect your foot is of great value! 

 

    



Many OSHA regulations reference these standards with phrases such as, this item 
must be manufactured in compliance with national consensus standard so and so. 

Ensure that the safety items you use clearly state they are manufactured in accordance 
with the appropriate standard. 
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